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About CSAM

• Regional Institution of ESCAP 
(the regional development arm of 
the United Nations in the Asia-
Pacific, equivalent to ECA)

• Currently the only UN entity 
dedicated to agricultural 
mechanization in the Asia-Pacific

• Operationalized in China since 2003 
– Among the first offices of UN 
Secretariat established in China 
with a regional dimension



About CSAM - History

UNAPCAEM was superseded by CSAM

United Nations Asian and Pacific Centre for 
Agricultural Engineering and Machinery 
(UNAPCAEM) headquarters moved to Beijing

The predecessor Regional Network of Agricultural 
Mechanization (RNAM) was established in the 
Philippines as evolution of the Asian Industrial 
Development Council of ECAFE (former name of ESCAP)

The network integrated into UN system, moving 
from the Philippines to Bangkok (ESCAP HQ)
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CSAM Statute 

• E/ESCAP/RES/72/2 updated previous resolutions on 
APCAEM and CSAM

• 9 Governing Council members (host country and 8 
elected every three years by the ESCAP members)

• All ESCAP members are encouraged to make a regular 
annual contribution on a voluntary basis to the joint 
contribution trust fund for the operations of the Centre,
administered by the United Nations in accordance with its 
financial rules & regulations

• Maintain also separate trust funds for voluntary 
contributions for technical cooperation projects or 
other extraordinary voluntary contributions for activities of 
the Centre

• The Centre will endeavour to mobilize sufficient 
resources to support its activities shall strive towards a 
funding structure that is primarily dependent on 
extrabudgetary resources



CSAM Recognition at FAO Global Conference on 
Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization 

Encourage the development and 

harmonization of standards, test 

protocols, certifications and data for 

agricultural machinery, to facilitate 

the trade of safe and well-

performing machinery. Facilitate the 

development and establishment of 

sub-regional and regional protocols 

for testing and certification of 

agricultural machinery, including 

gender-inclusive design. 

Call for Action of the Conference
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• Mandate: To promote knowledge exchange, research and development, 
technology transfer and agro-business development for sustainable agricultural 
mechanization

• Regional Hub for South-to-South and Triangular Cooperation  directly 
serving 62 ESCAP member States and associate members

• Focus on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 1 
(no poverty), SDG 13 (Climate Action), SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

CSAM’s vision is to achieve production gains, improved rural 
livelihood and poverty alleviation through sustainable 

agricultural mechanization for a more resilient, inclusive and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific

About CSAM



CSAM’s Key Functions to enable Sustainable Agricultural 
Mechanization

Regional Cooperation Capacity Building
Research and 

Advisory
Communication and 

Outreach
Partnership Building

South-South and Triangular Cooperation underlies all of CSAM’s work
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CSAM’s Main Initiatives for Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization

Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization

Asian and Pacific Network for 
Testing of Agricultural 
Machinery (ANTAM) 

Regional Council of Agricultural 
Machinery Associations 

(ReCAMA) 

Building resilience of 
smallholder farmers through 

South-South Cooperation

Integrated management 
of straw residue

Research, data, 
publications, policy 
advisory services 

Training and 
institutional capacity 

building

Engagement of youth Poverty Alleviation



Regional Forum on Sustainable Agricultural 
Mechanization
Enabling policy dialogue, advocacy & cooperation amongst diverse stakeholders 



Asian and Pacific Network for Testing of Agricultural 
Machinery (ANTAM) 
Promoting harmonization & mutual recognition of testing standards for safe, efficient and eco-friendly 
machinery, and for the development of an unimpeded and integrated market for agricultural machinery



Regional Council of Agricultural Machinery 
Associations (ReCAMA) 
Strengthening private sector engagement in sustainable 
agricultural mechanization  



Training and institutional capacity building
Enhancing skills and capacities at technical, programme
and policy levels



Building resilience of smallholder farmers 
through South-South Cooperation
Establishing partnerships for gender sensitive, resilient 
and sustainable solutions



Integrated management of straw residue
Establishing pilot projects to check burning of straw residue



Research, data, publications, 
policy advisory services



Engagement of youth 
Encouraging participation of youth in innovation for 
sustainable agricultural mechanization 



Gender Mainstreaming 
Case studies and other dedicated publications, workshops 
for UN staff on agri-related programmes



Poverty Alleviation
CSAM’s Initiatives in China’s povery alleviation 
Machinery donations and Training-Study Tour to China International 
Agricultural Machinery Exhibition (CIAME) 2018
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1. Quick response to global UN initiatives with focus on role of  
sustainable agricultural mechanization (Food Systems Summit and 
COP26)

2. Strengthened capacities and response of  member States to use 
mechanization to cope with impacts of  COVID-19 on agriculture via a 
platform for shared learning

3. Cambodia established first national agricultural machinery 
association following close engagement in CSAM’s programmes in 
recent years

4. Expanded business opportunities worth approx. US$29 million 
generated by CSAM’s ‘Regional Council of  Agricultural Machinery 
Associations in Asia and the Pacific’ (ReCAMA) initiative

Some Recent Results of CSAM’s Work
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5. Achieved in-principle adoption by participating member States of  
harmonized regional standards for testing of  five types of  
agricultural machinery 

6. Pilot projects on integrated management of  straw residue have 
successfully demonstrated reduced CO2 emissions, increased farmers’ 
income, enhanced value of  milk production

7. Three CSAM initiatives (ANTAM, ReCAMA, Integrated Straw 
Management) cited as Good Practices/Cases by UN Office for SSC

8. ANTAM Codes adopted as national codes by Sri Lanka through 
MOA, other countries referencing them

Some Recent Results of CSAM’s Work
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1. First FSS Policy Dialogue, on ‘China’s Experience in 
Strengthening Food Systems amid the Response to COVID-19’ 
with FAO, IFAD, UNEP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UN Women, 
WFP, RCO. 

2. UNCT Staff  Training/Workshop on “Enabling Gender 
Responsive Food Security Programming: Focus on Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization”.

3. Collaboration with RBA country offices on Conservation 
Agriculture, Arid and Semi-Arid Areas; Reducing Food Loss and 
Waste; Efficient Application of  Agrochemicals; etc.

Some Recent Successes with UNCT



Thank you!

www.un-csam.org
escap-csam@un.org

silvestrim@un.org
Photo source: myanmar.ifpri.info
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https://myanmar.ifpri.info/2020/06/25/monitoring-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-myanmars-agricultural-input-retailers/

