
Operationalization of the Framework for Sustainable 
Agricultural Mechanization in Africa (F-SAMA)

Presented by 
Eng. Saidi Mkomwa (ACT Network) 

17th November 2020

Virtual Webinar Series



About The Africa-Mechanize Platform
• Africa-Mechanize is a Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization 

(SAM) platform aiming to enhance Knowledge Management, 
Information sharing, Networking & Partnerships in Africa.

• The platform has been developed under the AU F-SAMA 
initiative with FAO providing technical support and ACT 
providing secretariat functions.

• It is focused on contributing to the operationalization of all 
elements of F-SAMA given the cross-cutting nature of 
knowledge management.

• An all inclusive, not-for profit neutral platform addressing the 
SAM and developmental interests of all AU Member States 
with support of the national governments, development 
partners and private sector.

The natural first reference point of choice on SAM in Africa



Genesis of The Africa-Mechanize Platform 

Consensus on need for 
formation of a virtual 
SAM knowledge 
exchange platform. ACT 
was asked to initiate.

Organized by: 
FAO, WB, AGRA, ACT, UNIDO, CEMA, Agrivolution, FEDER UNACOMA, AfricaRice, LKDF & AU  



Proposed Africa-Mechanization Platform 
Components 



The Proposed Components of the
Africa-Mechanize Platform



The fully developed Knowledge Hub of Africa-Mechanize 
should provide at no-cost and instantly, SAM:

• Information updates & events
• Ability to sharing also via social media
• eLibrary

• Statistics
• Question and Answer



Features of the Knowledge Hub



Partnership, Networking and Linkages



 E-learning – for continuous
learning to students, farmers,
service providers, extension
staff and other stakeholders in
partnership with learning
institutions. Offers short
courses on SAM subject areas.

 Centres of Excellence (CoE) –
to provide national level
training facilities and a hub for
coordinated implementation of
SAM strategies. CoEs thrusts:
Training, Outreach, Research
and Linkages. In partnership
with a network of Best
Practising Organizations
(BPOs).

 Mechanization Service 
Provider Coops/ Associations 
– for Quality Assurance and 
Support.

 Training Toolbox – Contains 
Curriculum guides, Service 
provider & extension manuals 
and other SAM tailored 
solutions in common use at the 
Centres of Excellence and by 
Best Practising Organizations 
to support capacity building.

The Capacity Development Thrusts



Networking – avenue to be part of the SAM action 

at both Individual and Institutional levels:
Engagement through stakeholders  Communities of 

Practice – e.g. mechanized service providers, 

manufacturers, research & academia, farmer 

organizations, youth and women in Agriculture.

E-Forum & Webinars – provides interactive 

discussions and exchange of knowledge, 

perspectives, experiences and lessons learnt in the 

past  and currently helping to create advancement 

of SAM.

Knowledge sharing events and study tours for SAM 

stakeholders.

Features:



F-SAMA Webinar Series

Webinar objective - Directors and Heads of 
Agricultural Mechanization Services in SSA to 
create a participatory environment for the 
establishment of a regional implementation 
mechanism of F-SAMA and development of an 
inclusive network for SAM knowledge and 
information exchange through Africa-Mechanize 
platform. 

Webinar series 2020/2021 is organized by: 
• African Union Commission – Under the 

Commissioner for Rural Economy and 
Agriculture (AUC)

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)

• African Conservation Tillage Network 
(ACT)





Why the Africa-Mechanize Magazine and 
Journal?

• Inform stakeholders on current trends and 

innovations within the industry.

• Encourage networking among different players  -

farmers (women & youth), policy makers, dealers, 

manufacturers, and mechanization service 

providers.

• Offer opportunities for collaboration and 

partnerships.

• Provide updates on policies and strategies being 

adopted at national and regional level towards 

realization of the F-SAMA



Africa-Mechanize Magazine and Journal

• Another African sharing 

platform for SAM 

University research 

works. 

• Quarterly magazine with 

focus on SAM.

• Published in both print 

and digital media.

• It will be in English and 

French.

• The magazine is set to be 

launched in  2021-Q1.



Africa-Mechanize Magazine and Journal

The Magazine will be distributed free of charge in both print and 

digital formats. Secretariat is seeking for partnerships and support  in 

various areas:

i. Production and distribution of the magazine.

ii. Documentation and article contribution based on the SAM 

thematic areas.

iii. SAM regional internship programme coordinated by the 

network.

Africa-Mechanize Magazine will have an Editorial Committee 

composed of Editor In Chief, Editors, Sub-editors and a 

Communication Specialist.

The Editorial committee is responsible for synthesis of submitted 

articles to generate journalistic articles for the wider circulation.  



Aims to harness African and external expertise for strengthening 

institutional, organizational and technical capacities of 

stakeholders on SAM







Upcoming F-SAMA Webinars& Announcements

o Join us in the upcoming webinars  which are scheduled on:

Calling upon the Heads and Directors of Mechanization to contribute and guide how 
the Africa-Mechanize networking platform evolves and supports their programmes 



http://www.africamechanize.org/
mailto:secretariat@africamechanize.org

